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HAIR ON SKIN 

Written by: Barbara Simoniti 
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In her new fairy tale, Barbara Simoniti is able to 

masterfully extract a range of minature impressions 

hidden in a seemingly insignificant event and 

submerge the reader in the richness of words and 

language. Inviting the reader into his own little world 

is Jake, who is home alone one night. Well, he is not 

entirely alone; he is being kept company by a very 

much alive group of household items. While the little 

boy is sprawled out in the armchair, the chair is 

stretching itself to loosen its springs, while the clock 

is getting cross and wringing its hands about as it was 

getting so late. Yes, it was time for bed. He had a 

wash, and as he was drying himself with a grumpy 

and crumpled towel, he flinched as something tickled 

him on his back. But there was nothing there. What 

could that strange sensation be? While reading a 

book later on, the tickling sensation became so 

strong that it made him jump up out of bed, and he 

and his book both land on the floor. The doorbell 

rang not long after. It was his uptight neighbour coming to complain about the noise, but standing 

behind him, Jake recognised a bright face and long hair that shone like the sun. He thought back to 

the morning, to the encounter he had with a long-haired girl on the staircase and picking up apples 

that had fallen all over the floor. Had the boy finally solved the mystery of the strand of hair tickling 

him on his back? 
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About the author and her writing style 

Barbara Simoniti is a poet, writer and translator. She is a member of the Slovene Writers’ 

Association, Slovenian Association of Literary Translators, Slovene PEN Centre, Slovenska matica and 

the Slovene Section of IBBY. She has translated over 30 books from social sciences, international 
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relations and history, art history, cultural heritage and conservation work. She received much acclaim 

for her fantasy story Marshlanders, she has been the frequent guest at talks and readings in schools, 

libraries, bookshops and literary festivals both in Slovenia and abroad. She has also published the 

four poetry collections Windstillness, Golden Rain, Solstice and Water, as well as the book titled 

Distances, her doctorate titled Nonsense that was reworked into a theoretical book, and the picture 

book called Andrew Sleepless. 

Writing style 

Barbara Simoniti writes poetry and short 

prose forms, lately also animal tales for 

children and picture books. All her work 

stems from the directions she outlined 

during her studies: she is a poet at heart, 

she is interested in the subtlety of 

language and the message of the silenced 

in poetry. In prose she is a stylist, with a 

poetic attitude towards the language and 

the inner tension of the text; she 

constantly pursues storytelling as a source 

of humanity. 

A very important aspect, in fact the 

special value of the author's writing, is 

directing the reader's gaze to the small, 

seemingly insignificant, often overlooked. 

The writing of Barbara Simoniti shows 

(reveals and warns) how everything 

around us is full of life, if we just take our 

time and take a good look:  "From afar, 

each canopy looks like a bouquet of 

flowers, and from close up, the trees are 

full of restless life, you just have to look a little closer," she writes in her book Archibald. 

Her writing therefore fascinates mainly with the selection of smaller, less noticeable and in fact quite 

unexpected heroes from the animal world and a detailed inventory of their living environment and 

small everyday life, as well as strangeness and unexpectedness. 
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